






id 
idl 
th 
ot 


Le 


ire 
int 
ily 


= 
r 


pis 
eit 
ese 


ym 
vine 
sual 


LARS 


LY 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 




















; ““WE LOVE HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED Us.” 
THOMAS GROSS, EDITOR. 
VOL. I.] BUFFALO, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1823. [NO. 39. 








A conversation with one of our Limitarian 
brethren, in which a number of questions 
were propounded, and on which were 
conclusions drawn. 


Question I. Whether our love should be 
limited to those, who love the Lord, or ex- 
tended to all, whom the Lord loves ? 

Question If. Whether it is not the duty 
of christians to exercise the same disposi- 
tion toward all men, as is exercised by the 
Lord ; even if it be love to some and hat- 
red towards others 

Question IT. Whether any man can 
have so great love to mankind as is mani- 
fested by God himself ? 

Question LV. Whether it is not presump- 
tion to preach that God hates, while we 
love and pity sinners 

On the first question, whether our love 
should be limited to those, who love the 
word, or extended to all, whom the Lord 
loves ? We contended that if there be but 
few, that love the Lord, it would argue a 
defect in our love, that it should be confin- 
ed to them. Nothing is more evident, than 
that our enemies equally with our friends 
shouldbe the objects of our love. 

t'o confine our love to those, who love 
the Lord, would be to hate our enemies, 
and those who are enemies to God ; but to 
love all, whom the Lord loves, would com- 
prehend, according to Christ’s command, 
that we should love our enemies ; and, ac- 
cording to God’s example, that we should 
love Ais enemies; for itis evident that 
God loves them. 

‘Thus the conclusion appeared to be, that 
we ought to love all, whom the Lord loved. 

Quest. IT. Whether it is not the duty of 
all christians to exercise the same diposi- 
tion towards all men, as is exercised by the 
Lord, even if it be love to some and hatred 
to others ? 

In our arguments on this question, it was 
stated, that our duty was to be Godlike ;— 
that ifa part of mankind were the objects 
of his hatred ; they ought, likewise, to be 
the objects of our hatred ; because it is our 
duty to be like God in our disposition.— 
Nothing, therefore, it was argued, could be 
more dangerous and absurd, than to preach 


that God hated sinners, because that would 
warrant us in doing the same. 

‘The many sad consequences beside,would 
be sufficient to prove the grand absurdity 
of the hatred of God to any of his rational 
offspring. It would be an exhibition of 
partiality in the Most High, utterly incom- 
patible with the character which is given of 
him in his word, perfectly inconsistent with 
his providential dispensations and the great 
plan of mercy and grace exhibited in the 
gospel. 

The gospel is an expression of the good 
will of God, equally, to all men, and this is 
seen in his providence, and experienced in 
the goodness of God to all, and his tender 
mercies, which are over all his works. In 
brief, it was concluded, that partiality was 
a dangerous sentiment; that hatred to any 
of our fellow creatures was strictly forbid 
den ; that even our enemies were not an 
exception, and that such a prohibition would 
never have been made, if God himself had 
hated his enemies. 

The conclusion was, therefore clear, that 
there would be no danger of being unlike to 
God, if, instead of hating our enemies, we 
had an affection for them. 

Quest. HI. Whether any man can have 
so great love to mankind, as is manifested 
by God himself? 

This question admitted of but little 
coubts ; for it was so evident that the love 
of God in Christ so far surpassed the love 
of any mortal, and was commended, while 
we were yet sinners ; that it was concluded, 
that God’s love to sinful men did surpass 
the love which one man could ever bear to 
another. 

“ For scarcely for a righteous man would 
one die ; yet, peradventure, fora good man 
some would even dare to die; but God 
commended his love towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” Thus the love of God to the human 
family was considered to be far greater,than 
that which any man bears to his fellow men. 

Quest. IV. Whether it is not presump- 
tion to preach, that God hates, while we 
love and pity sinners 

It was argued, that if God really did hate 





sinners, while we loved and pitied them ;—~ 
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that our disposition must be preferable to 
his ; which conclusion would be presump- 
tious. Some have declared that they would 
willingly spend and be spent for the salva- 
tion of men 3 that they would give a thou- 
sand worlds, if they, thereby, could save 
one soul. 


It was asked, do such men love mankind | 


more than God does ? is their wish or de- 
sire for man’s salvation greater than their 
Maker’s ? O presumptious thought! Ifmen 
have such desires for the salvation of their 
fellow men, we would ask whether those de- 
sires are good? HUthey be good, from 
whence did they come? They could not, 
according to the orthodox faith, originate 
in the sinner himself, because he is consid- 
ered as totally depraved. From whence, 
then, did those good desires, in us, proceed? 
If not from ourselves in consequence of our 
depravity ; they must proceed from the 
good Author of our existence. 

This will prove the presumptuousness of 
the thought of our love to men, while the 
great and good Author of our existence is 
destitute of it. In short, it was granted, 
that if a desire for man’s salvation, was a 
good disposition ; if men possessed this, 
and God did not ; then it would follow that 
men were good while God was in the wrong, 
that men were merciful while God was un- 
merciful, 

A conclusion was drawn from these data, 
that as all good is from our heavenly Fath- 
er, so the good desires in us, are from the 
same source ; consequently God does not 
hate any of his creatures, but replenishes us 
with love to mankind from his ewn infinite 
loveliness. 

REMARKS. 

We often hear men, who, in their preach- 
ing, declare the great desire, which they 
have for the salvation of their fellow men ; 
we doubt not the truth of such sincere de- 
sires in many people; such desires are laud- 
able and praiseworthy ; we have the example 
ofan Apostle for it ; Paul’s desire and prayer 
to God for Israel was, that they might be sav- 
ed ; but to pretend, that we may have such 
desires while God is destitute of them ; or, 
that we love sinners and wish their salva- 
tion, while God hates them and has no de- 
sire for their felicity 5 is, not only,to charge 
God fcelishly ; but is impious, in this, 
that it intimates that we are better than our 
Maker. 

The ground of such an insinuation, is 
this; that Christ loved sinners, but God the 
Father did not: that Christ appeased the 











anger of God by his obedience and sufiey. 
ings ; hence men have supposed that altho’ 
Christ appeased the anger of God in effect ; 
yét that they have still to appease this an. 
ger in reality ; and this is done by their 
love to sinners and their interest at the 
throne of grace. 

This seems to be the ground, on which, 
as we believe, all our limitarian brethren 
are mistaken. They represent God the 
Father as an enemy to sinners 3 that he 
needs some satisfaction to make him proyi- 
tious : that Christ laid this foundation, and 
that his ministers are building on it. The 
‘representation, therefore, is this, that God 
‘js reconciled to meh through the instrumey- 
| tality of those, whom he has sent. 

In addition to this, men are instructed, 
that they must make their peace with God, 
or he will, eternally, remain their enemy, 
On such ground, the gospel is perverted ; 
faith is made void and the promise ef nove 
eliect. 

but blessed be God, the Father of all 
mercies and God of all grace ; that all the 
love, which he ever did or will exercise to- 
wards sinful men was from himself, without 
any to move himto it; that it was from 
eternity and never can cease.—LEpitor. 





MINUTES ano CIRCULAR LETTER 
oF THE GENESEE Brancu Associatioy, 
FOR THE YEAR, 1823. 

The ministers and delegates constituting 
the Genesee Branch of the Western Asscci- 
ation of Universalists, convened agreeable 
to adjournment the last year, on Tuesday 
evening 23d Sept. 1523, at Pittsford, Mou- 
roe county, N. Y. and opened the council, 
by uniting in solemn prayer to the Father 
of mercies, by Brother J. S$. Thompson. 

Organization of the Council. 

Appointed Brother £. Whitnel, Modera- 
tor,and Brothers S. A. Skeele and ©. Ack- 
ley, Clerks. 

Adjourned to Wednesday morning. 

Convened according to adjournment, wt! 
8 o’clock, and opened council, by uniting in 
prayer by Brother A. Reed. 

Appointed Brothers Gross, Whitnel, Ach- 
ley, and Morse, a committee to receive ap- 
plications for letters of fellowship and ordi- 
nation. 

Proceeded to read the letters from the 
different societies, and to examine the cre- 
dentials of delegates. 

Applications were received from the fol- 
lowing societies for the fellowship of the as- 





sociation, viz. from the “ First Universalist 
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Society in Livonia and Richmond ; the 
«First Universalist Society in the Village 
of Buffalo ;”’ and the “ First Society of Res- 





soration Universalists of the town of Alex-| 


ander.” Voted, that such societies be ad- 
mitted into the association. 

Order of public service on Wednesday. 

Morning. 

Brother O. Ackley, introductory prayer. 

Br. A. Reed, sermon, Ps. viii. 4,** What is 
wan, that thou art mindful of him?” 

Br. J. S. Thompson, concluding prayer. 


Afternoon. 

Br. S. A. Skeele, introductory prayer.— 
Br. J. S. Thompson, 1st sermon, Zech. xiv. 9, 
“© And the Lord shall be king over all the 
earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, 
«ad his name one.” 

Br. O. Ackley, 2d sermon, Eph. v. 31, 
father and mother, and shall be joined un- 
to his wife, and they two shall be one flesh; 
this isagreat mystery, but I speak concern 
ing Christ and the church.” 

Br. L. 8. Everett, concluding prayer. 

After public worship, the council repaired 
to the school house and proceeded to _busi- 
ness. 

Appointed Brothers Gross and Everett, 


a standing committee of discipline for the ; 


ensuing year. 
Adjourned to Thursday morning. 
er by Br. P. Morse. 
~  Convened agreeable to adjournment.— 
Prayer by Br. Knapp. 

The committee for receiving requests for 
letters of fellowship and ordination, report- 
ed in favor of granting fellowship to Brs. 
J. S. Thompson and J. Holiday, and of con- 
ferring ordination on Brothers J. 5. 'Thomp- 
son and L. 8. Everett. Voted that the re- 
port of the committee be accepted, and that 
tellowship and ordination be given accord- 
ingly. 

Order of public service on Thursday. 

Morning. 

Br. Ackley, introductory prayer. 

Br. Whitnel, sermon, 1 'Tim. iv. 10, “For 
therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is 
the Saviour of all inen, specially of those 
that believe.” 

Pr. L. Blood, concluding prayer. 


Afternoon. 


Br. Reed, introductory prayer. : 
Br. Morse, ordination sermon, Isa. lii. 7, 
“ How beautiful upon the mountains are 


Pray- 





22, “ For this cause shall a man leave his’ 


the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, | which has prevailed among us on this hap- 
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that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good 

tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 

that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.” 

Br. Knapp, consecrating prayer. 

Br. Whitnel, charge and delivery of the 
scriptures. 

Br. Ackley, right hand of fellowship. 

Br. Thompson, concluding prayer. 

After the public exercises were conclud- 
ed, the council repaired to the school house 
| and proceeded to business. 

Appointed brothers Knapp, Thompson 
and Everett, a committee to visit the Wes- 
tern Association to be holden at Madison, 
(Madison co.) on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of June 1824. 

Appointed Br. Knapp, Treasurer of the 
Association, for the ensuing year. Voted, 
that he retain in his hands as a compensa- 
tion for his services $3.50, that being the a- 
mount of meney remaining anappropriated 
of the donations of last year. 

Appointed Br. L. 8S. i: verett to prepare 
and superintend the printing of the minutes 
and circular letter, of the present council, 
in behalf of the association. 

Voted, that 500 copies be printed and dis- 
tributed among the brethren. 

After returning thanks to the God of all 
‘mercy and grace, in prayer, by Br. Whit- 
nel, the Association adjourned, to meet at 
Pembroke, near the Academy, on the third 
Wednesday and Thursday of Sept. i824. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Tue Genesee Branca or Tue Western 
AssociaTION OF UNIVERSALIsTS in An- 
nual Session at Pittsford, County of Mon- 
roe, N. Y. to all in every place. who call 
upon the name of God our father, and 
love our Lord Jesus Christ ; Grace be un- 
to you, and Peace from God, through our 
Redeemer. 


Breruren: It hath pleased the Master 
of Assemblies, to permit us again to meet in 
annual council, to hold communion togeth- 
er, to exchange the christian salutation, to 
listen to the good tidings of great joy, and 
to devise means for the furtherance of the 
‘cause of truth, and as instruments in the 
, hand of God, to secure the prosperity of Zi- 
on universal. 
| Did the friends of peace and good will, 
need any evidence besides the word of truth 
to cheer their hearts, and to bring into ex- 
ercise the most pure, and the most god-like 
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| affections ; the harmony and love, the spir- 


it of charity and disinterested regard for 
each other and for the world of mankind, 
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py occasion, would be all that could be de- 
sired to establish us in the belief that the 
LOVE of God,manifested thro’ a Redeemer, 
is the most efficient cause of producing an 
active, holy and exemplary life. 

Instead of trembling under the servile fear 
that the God ofall the earth designs to add 
an eternity of despair to the tribulation and 
anguish of all who do evil in the earth; the 
heaven-born satisfaction is enjoyed of be- 
lieving with the whole heart that God wiil 
lave all men to be saved and come toa 
knowledge of the truth. Instead of trem- 


bling with the fear that God is unable to 


save to the uttermost,we have been full ofthe 
assurance, that he will do all his pleasure. 


Our ears, instead of being saluted with the | 
soul-chilling tidings that our land is over-: 
spread with mental darkness and distress— | 
that this part of God’s heritage is enshroud- | 
ed in the dark mantle of bigotted error and ' 


Seemann ee 


om. 


the utmost bounds of our happy country in 
the west! Rejoice, with the whole heart 
for the Lord God Omnipotent reieneth |” 

Vo believers within the jurisdiction of this 


_ branch of the association, we would hold ou 


sectarian prejudice; we have heard the glad- | 
some news, from the north and from the | 
south, from ihe east and from the west,that 


hundreds are casting off the tranmels of su- 
perstition, and are now uniting with their 
brethren around the standard oflibera] prin- 
ciples and gospel truth. 

While contemplating on the present pros- 
perous appearance of the cause of gospel 
truth, our minds are led to look back onthe 
past. A iew years since, this section of 
country was destitute of a single individual 
who dared step forward in defence of the 


‘ceasing watchfulness ; 


as an encouragement to perseverance, the 
past success, and present appearance of our 
cause. Be exhorted, to so let your lish; 
shine before others, that they seeing your 
good works, may he led to glorify our Fe. 
ther in heaven, While i 
doctrine are compeli: 
many of those who pr faith in an im- 
partial God,are eminent!«: . berality, friend. 
ship, love and charity ; it is believed that 
it is almost unnessary to urge the propriety 
of avoiding to merit any just reproach from 
those who delight to find occasion to bring 
into disrepute the doctrine of “ universa! 
benevolence.” That we may put to shame 
the lying lip, let us keep a double watch o- 
ver our ourselves, and endeavor by well or- 
dered lives and conversation, to manifest to 
a mis-giving world that the Goopngss ot 
God leadeth to repentance ! 

To those who are engaged in the ministry 
of reconciliation, much might be said as an 
encouragement to redoubled energy and un- 
but it is fondly pre- 
sumed that the watchmen on the walls of 
Zion, have already scen that the time has 
arrived when we need no longer fear to de- 


. . . 
tae enemies of our 
acknowledee that 


clare the whole counsel of God, or to resist 


doctrine of the “restitution of all things.” , 


Now, we recognize as brethren in the min- 
istry, a goodly number of able and faithful 
advocates, who are not ashamed to labor 
manfully for the cause of truth, or to “ meet 
jovfully the spoiling their goods” for the 
sake of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


with persevering industry, the current of 
popular prejudice. Although the harvesi 
is great and the laborers few, yet let us re- 
member that there is One that works all 
things after the council of his own will, and 
that if our cause is the Lord’s, the host of 


its enemies cannot overthrow it. 


Supported by the out-stretched arm of an_ 
all-powerful God, the preached word has. 


been so blessed, as to prove the savor of life 
unto many: The wilderness has been made 
to blossom like the rose ; and an intelligent 
and numerous population, with but few ex- 
ceptions, are willing to hear the gladsome 
sound of the gospel, and to judge for-them- 
selves, on the all-important concerns of life 
and salvation. 

Words would fail to express the joy and 
gratitude of our hearts, at the present ap- 
pearance and future *prospects of the glori- 
ous cause in which we are engaged. To 
our friends at a distance, we can only say, 
“brethren, rejoice with us!” We hail 
with transports of unspeakable delight, the 
full blaze of that light of life which has ris- 
en in the east, and now sheds its beams on 


Brethren; let us march boldly forward, 
and fight the good fight of faith; let us be 
instant in season and out of season—it is 
not ours, to fight as those who beat the air, 
but our warfare is against principalities and 
powers—the evil machinations of our ene- 
mies must be subdued 3 but, O may we re- 
member,'that our weapons are LOVE, FAITH 
and cHariry ! 

Finally, brethren, sisters, and friends in 
Christ Jesus : the joyful period has at length 
arrived, when we may exchange our heart- 
felt congratulations at the prosperity of Zi- 
on. No longer are we compelled to restrain 
the over-flowings of our gratitude to the Fa- 
ther of mercies, for the assurance we have 
received through his Son Jesus Christ, that 
we have eternal life in common with our 
friends, our neighbors, and the whole fami- 


_ly of Adam’s race ; and that this life is in 
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oir Redeemer ; but, we may now sit under | vation is the gift of God. 


our own vine and fig-tree, aad worship our 
Creator according to the dictates of our own 
consciences, without any to make us afraid. 

Let us, then, go on—let us persevere in 
the way of well-doing—let us rejoice in the 
light—let us trust ia the arm of the Lord for 
salvation ; and while we feel our sinfulness, 
and humbly acknowledge our dependence 
on God, may we cherish a forgiving spirit 
towards our enemies, bless them that curse 
us and despitefully use us; and while we 
trust in the living Ged, may we in the sin- 
cerity of our hearts believe unto the salva- 
iion of our souls, and fervently raise to hea- 
ven the petition—* help, Lord, our unbe- 
lief.” 

Done in behalf of the association. 


L. 8. EVERETT. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

To the Rev. Joel Osborn: 

Dear Sir—I have perused the Tract 
written by Andrew Fuller, which you pre- 
sented to me in friendship ; as such I re- 
ceived it, and now, after a careful examina- 
tion, 1 shall attempt to express my opinion 
of it in friendship likewise. 

Of Mr. Fuller’s first position, I remark, 
that endless punishment,in itself, I do firm- 
ly believe to be unjust. 1st. Because an 
infinitely wise and good being, never would 
have forced me into existence for the pur- 
pose of making me miserable. 2. If he 
Knew before he created me, that my con- 
duct in this life would be such as to merit 
endless torment, as heis a God of mercy 
and justice, he never would have caused 
me to exist. 3. That he foreknew all 
things, can never be denied. These pre- 
mises have not arrisen from diminutive no- 
tions of the evil of sin. I view sin with 
the greatest adhorrence, because it makes 
me miserable, and is the most inveterate 
enemy that man can have. Mr. F°’s insin- 
uation that those who reject the doctrine of 
endless misery are not proper judges of the 
Scriptures, is the very essence of priestcraft. 
i do not hold “a principle from which it 
will follow, that millions will be finally hap- 
py who will not be indebted to either the 
zrace of God, or the death of Christ for 
their happiness.” But I do believe that ex- 


emption from endless misery (and from all 
misery that will not produce the sinner’s 
greatest good) is the sinner’s right. Farth- 
cr, that man was never exposed to endless 
misery. That Christ never died to save 
one soul from endless misery ; but to save 
all men “ from their sins.” 


And that sal- 





Mr. I’. says, 
the “ whole tenor of the scripture saith to 
the righteous, It shall be well with him ;— 
and to the wicked, it shall be ill with him.” 
I say so too ; and this is what Universa- 
lists teach ; but will Mr. Fuller pretend to 
people of common sense, that the word 
*¢ 71” means endless misery? Or will you, 
my dear Sir, for once step into the columns 
of this paper, (and you shall have a gracious 
hearing [ assure you) and prove to the 
good people of Amenia, that because sin- 
ners are threatened to fare i//,that it means 
they shall be consigned to fire and brim- 
stone in another would, and their agonizing 
souls to be roasted “ throughout the wastc- 
less ages of eternity, as long as God himself 
shall exist ?”. 

Mr. Fuller asks, “ What doctrine be- 
sides this can you find in the Bible, that af- 
fords encouragement to a sinner going on 
still in his trespasses,” &c.? Lanswer, ‘The 
doctrine that teaches sinners that they shal! 
not surely die. The doctrine of endless 
misery is the only doctrine that affords en- 
couragement to a sinner going on still in 
his trespasses 5; and here follows the rea- 
sons why I think so. The advocates of the 
doctrine of endless misery say, that the 
death which was threatened in the garden 
of Eden, was death temporal, spiritual, and 
death eternal. But do they pretend that 
Adam died temporally and eternally in the 
day of his transgression? No. But they 
say he became liab/e to these deaths. Well, 
the serpent did not say that they would not 
be liable to die; he said they should not 
surely die; and these our opposers now 
contend, that they did not die. ‘Then who 
spake the truth ? God said they should die, 
in the day of transgression. ‘The serpent 
said they should not ; and these our oppo- 
sers say, that they did not. Now, see if 
these pretended Gospel preachers do not in 
fact hold up the very doctrine now, which 
the serpent proposed to Eve. What was 
his doctrine ? Did he tell Eve that she 
should not be damned eternally in another 
world if she continued in sin ? No! he said 
nothing about this. What did he say ?>— 
He said “ ye shall not surely die.” When > 
Answer, in the day of transgression. Well, 
this is just what our opposers now contend 
for ; they say, that the punishment of sin is 
not here in the present state, where it is 
committed. (And Mr. Fuller intimates 
the same in his Tract ; hesays, “ None, it 
is plainly intimated, will be able to enter 
there, the strait gate, who have not agoniz- 
ed here.”) They try all they can to make- 
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people believe that in the present state, sin 
vields enjoyment ; and if they were sure of 
eternal happiness hereafter, they would by 
all means live in sin in this life. ‘This is 
most surely the way the carnal mind tempts 
us to sin. We may examine ourselves or 
others, and we shall find, that temptation to 
sin proceeds from this, and no other ground. 

Go ask that poor dissipated creature, 
whether he indulges his sensual appetites 
with a view of making himself happy in 
some future day, or in another word ¢ Will 
he tell you that such is his expectation ¢ 
No. Sach temptation never presented it- 
selfto man. The temptation is an expec- 
tation of present pleasure,of gratification, of 
happiness in the present time ; and it al- 
ways says, “ ye shail not surely die ;” but 
we always find that sin brings death (mise- 
ry) ulong with it. Lust when it conceives 
bringeth forth sin, and sin when it is com- 
mitted bringeth forth death. 

Of Mr. Fuller’s passages of scripture in 
contrast, under pages third and fourth, I 
remark, thatthe limits of this paper will 
not admit of a formal notice of the whole; 
therefore, for the present, I must confine 
myself to a few ; but at the same time I 
would wish to have you understand, that I 
(lo not consider Mr. I’. has introduced one 
passage of scripture in the whole of the 
Tract, which proves the endless punishment 
of sinners. In page 3, we read, “ The 
hope of the righteous shall be gladness, but 
the expectation of the wicked shall perish.” 
Now | inform you, Sir, and all whom it 
may concern, that this is the very doctrine 
that Universalists teach ; and at all 
times they enforce it with an ardent desire 
that it shall be impressed on the sinner’s 
heart, never to be efiaced until he is re- 
claimed. And pointing him to the glorious 
hope of the righteous,pourtraying in all the 
colors of love and afiection, their happiness, 
in pity and compassion for his lost condition 
in hope that he may turn from the error of 





his ways and live. But because their ex- 
pectations perish, does it mean that they) 
shall be endlessly misserable ? No such | 
thing. Uow uncharitable are the conclu. | 
sions of those who teach the doctrine of an! 
endless hell, that because poor frail man de- | 
eeives himself, and is led into sin, and ev-| 
ery expectation of happiness perisheth,(for, | 
remeraber, that all mankind are continually 
seeking for happiness; no one will admit 
that we seek fur misery,) they wish to ag- 
gravate his sufferings by taking him to an- | 
other world to be punished ; and what is 
infinitely more horrible, he is forever to be: 
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writhing in torture, and never to be releas. 
ed. May God in his infinite mercy so di- 
rect and enlighten my understanding, that 
the fabricated vision of endless tormept nay 
never flit across my imagination. I could 
offer this prayer for all mankind, but God 
will do all his pleasure in his own time. 

“ And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to ey. 
erlasting life, and some to shame and eyey. 
lasting contempt.” ‘This passage is also 
introduced to snow the tinal condition of the 
righteous and wiciicd. But this does yg 
seem to agree wii: ‘.» final resurrection of 
man, then, if I mistake not, all are te pe 
** raised incorruptible,” ec. But many of 
the whole, in this verse, are to awake, irom 
what ? Answer, sleep. What! Can im- 
mortality sleep, and be insensible ? for sleep 
implies a state of insensibility ; and mark, 
that there is no change spoken of, they are 
to awake just as they went to sleep, and in 
no other condition. Farther, what is to by 
done with those whodo not wake, for i: 
plainly implies that some will be lett in the 
dust of the earth, for many are to awake, 
not all ? Thould you contend, dear sir,that 
many means all,and that this does actually 
prove the resurrection of the dead, I fear 
you will fall into a pit of your own digging, 
and be very much troubled to get out ; for, 
remember, you will not admit the salvation 
of all men. Now mark what follows,where 
many are spoken of again. Matt. viii. 11. 
Many shall come from the east, &c. and 
shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. Nov, 
if you contend for one, you must admit the 
other. Verse 12, But the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into utter dark- 
ness, there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Now, you believe that sin is an 
infinite evil, and demands an_ infinite pun- 
ishment. ‘The immortal part, of course, 
only can be punished in another world.— 
Now, where would be the necessity of our 
being raised incorruptible, if we were im- 
mediately to be encumbered with flesh and 
blood ¢ Ifthe apostle had said that we 
should be raised corruptible, then there 
would be some degree of sense im saying, 
that we should weep and nash our teeth 
in another world. 

I think, Sir, the advocates of endless mis- 


ery plunge themselves into’ the pit where 


there is no bottom, while they vociferate 
from the pulpit that the flames of hell are 
hotter than ten thousand fiery furnaces ;— 
and the next moment contend that we can 
never waste away in such an clement. } 

















think this part of the doctrine might be il- 
lustrated by fair experiment,viz : Hold your 
finger, dear Sir, for five minutes in the blaze 
of a candle, and ask yourself whether it be 


not wasted a little’ Or extract a sound 


tooth,and burn it in brimstone half an hour, | 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 311 





to be the truth, you cannot believe what Mr. 
I’. has attempted to enforce. In the above 
are a few testimonies contained in the Bi- 
ble, upon which my faith rests ; and when 
you prove to me, that those who wrote the 
Bible were mistaken, and that God reveal- 


ana see whether it be not wasted a little. If ed tothem an untruth, I will retrace my 


ou find by these experiments, that the ma-| steps and not before. 
terials of which we are composed will stand | of Mr. Fuller’s 


the test of fire, then 1 bee of you, dear Sir, 


In short,my opinioa 
Tract is the following :— 


Ist. ‘That lie was not an honest man, be- 


to have mercy on your senses and talk no! cause he perverted scripture, and by his 
more about sending flesh and blood to your’ mild and insinuating language deceives the 


endless hell. 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Mr. F. did not quote the whole 
of the connexion of the above passage, and 
shouid his'Tract unluckily fall into the hands 
of some person who had not read the chap- 
ter alluded to, they would, I think, be much 
at a toss what they should believe, to escape 


ths @unnation. Now, if damnation is end- 
les) tousery, not one soul of Adam’s race 
car: cr be saved 3 for we are all unbeliev- 
ers uti. we believe 3 and remember, there 


is ho Condition of repentance in the passage 
introduced ; bui as certain as a man docs 
not belteve,he will be damned. This is what 
Universalists tach. So long as we disbe- 
lieve the gospel,so long we shall be miserabie, 
and cousequently damned; but where the glo- 
rious ‘cht of reason illumines the dark and 
bemigiicd mind of man, he bursts the ada- 
mantine chain of clerical bondage, soars be- 
yond the doctrine of men, fixes his hopes 
upon the cternal word of God, and is saved 
—from what? answer—from damnation, 
the censequenee of this unbelief. Whi -— 
because the troth has made him free. 

Tn page 1) we have the following deela- 
ration, Which é think is a conclusion border- 
ing upon insanity. Mr. F. says, © wheth- 
er there shall be a few ultimately saved, 
our Lord dees not inform us.” To con- 
vince the sia who possess their senses 
and wiliread a few words in a book called 
the Bible, I shail introduce the following, 
Genesis 15, 18, 20, and 23 chapters.— 
— 2,22, 98, 101, and 104. Isaiah 
ri, 2D, 28, % md 45. Matthew 3 and 
t4and 15. Luke 8 29. and 
Jolm 1,8.4,6,10 and i2. Acts and 31. 
Romans 5, Vand 14. Galatians 4. Eph- 
estas L. bias <~ 2, Colossians 1. 
ist Timothy 2. 24 Tanothy 1. Titus 2. 
Tiebrews a ~— 1. 2d of Peter 3. 1st 
General of John 2, 3 and 4. And Revela- 


“7 1- 
18. sThGa SN 


tion 5. “Now y ohae isa mistane somewhere, 
ava if year Osheve what Mr. F. asserts, you 
caanot be ee the tesumonies [ have invo- 


ould you acknowledge them 


Viseae- Tu: L 
GUCcCle Use ba! 


“Ele that believeth shall be | unwary reader. 
the sentiment that is taught in his Tract; 








2d. That 1 cannot believe 
and {think if people would search the Scrip- 

tures for themselves generally, they would 
have as poor an opinion of it as I have ex- 
pressed. I stand ready, Sir, at all times, 

to give an answer with meekness and fear, 
of the hope that is within me; and if any 

person can convinee me that [ am in any 
error, it is their duty to do it. But, alas ! 
reason at present is laid aside here, and lib- 
eral investigation is forbidden. ‘Lhe pas- 
sions of the mind are harrowed up witha 
description of hell, and its furies, in a man- 
ner that is incompatible with reason. The 
doctrine of endless misery, Sir, is the fabri- 
cation of men, and of wicked men too. TH 
you dispute this, let me point you to the fa- 
got in ancient days 3 yea, to the fire made 
of moist green wood in which John Calvin 
roasted Michael Servetus. Was this spirn, 
the fruit of the docirine that teaches love to 
all mankind, and that taught us in mild and 
persuasive language to love cur cnemies, to 
bless them that curse us ? 

[ mean no disrespect.Sir, but T feel itm 
duty to give you my views of religion gen- 
erally; you requested it, and therefore, if f 
should be so unfortunate as to incur your 
displeasure, F shall have the lasting consola- 
tion that my motives were pure. LE have 
frequently heard you pnt sora the doc- 
trine of universal love,in your pulpit. Whaet 
motive you had, your own conscience will 
best inform you, or whether you was 
rant of this doctrine it is not for me to jedre. 
Therefore, for your information, and thai 
you may become acquainted with the prin- 
ciples L have embraced, Esu! eround 
work of my faith, 

{ believe in a Supreme Bothesthe Creator 
and preserver of ail manki:. L believe the 
Scriptures to be a revelation of his charac- 
ter, of the object he had in view when he 
created his offspring man. I believe that 
sin and its consequences are so inseparably 
connected, that the sinner will never go un- 
punished, ‘the reward of his hands shull be 
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given him. But that in the fulness of the 
dispensation of times,all things will be gath- 
ered in Christ. That all mankind will be 
made the recipients of endless bliss. To 
ihis my heart responds in adoration,and glo- 
vy to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
rood will towards men. 

~ Bo conclude : I have given you my opin- 
ion of the Tract you presented me to read, 
and my views of religion in as clear a man- 
ver as fam capable ; and now shall take the 
liberty to suggest a few queries for your 
consideration. Ist. When the Deity con- 
ceived the design of creating or causing so 
many millions of human beings to exist, did 
he wish or design that they should be even- 
tually happy? Or, did he wish them to be 
miserable? 2d. Did he know what their 
future conduct in this life would be? 3d. 
Was he possessed of a sufficient degree of 
wisdom to form a plan, whereby the zwhole 
human race might be rescued from eternal 
misery? 4th. [fad hea sufficient degree 
of power to execute his plan, and save the 
whole human race from eternal perdition ¢ 
¥f you admit the above queries, then I ask, 
What power or combination of powers can 
frustrate the designs of the Omnipotent Je- 
hovah, and drag to endless perdition those 
whom he intended should be eventually hap- 
py? IT request, dear Sir, that you will give 


me a candid answer to the above queries,in | 


the same spirit that you gave me the Tract 
to read, and wisking you all the happiness 
that man can enjoy while in the pagsession 
of sublunary things,and a participation with 
the whole family of man in the more lasting 
ioys of another world, 
{ subscribe myself your Friend, 
A UNIVERSALIST. 
Awenia, (CN. ¥.) Aug.27, 1823. 





OCTOBER. 
“Tis past! ‘vo more the Summer blooms 
Ascending in the rear, 
Pehold congenial Autumn comes, 


' 


Tire Sabbath of the year, Logan. 


Yet pess some twenty fleeting years, 

And all his slory flies 5 
This languid eye is bath’d in tears, 

He sickens, groans, and dies. Jago. 

‘The departasg vigor of the year, and the 
approach of idclemency and sterility, afford 
to the moratlist apt subjects of contemplation 
and improvement. All the operations of 
wature are gradual. The formation, growth 


and decay of animals and vegetables ; the 


thange of seasons, and all her reyelutions 
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terminate by slow and perceptible degrees, 
As the body of animals requires the space 
of maiy years to attain its proper configu. 
ration, proportion and strengil 3 as the pro- 
ducts of the earth rise to their vast impor- 
tance from inconsiderable and _ slight fou. 
dations, so, and for the same reasons, we 
pass from the extreme of heat to that of cold, 
by so gradual a progress, that we are not 
discomposed by a change which, in othey 
circumstances, would be fatal. 

But there is one thing to be particularly 
noticed in this general law : that is, that the 
slow pace is almost only in the advancemens 
to perfection,whereas the decay is often in- 
stantaneous, or with very little sensible 
change. The grain is planted, it requires 
diligent care, it sprouts, shoots, and crows 
up in some months to ripeness ; but when 
it has reached this, if not gathered, a day af- 
fects it, and a few days consummate its ro- 
in, it rotsand perishes. Our bodies require 
the fourth part of a century to attain thei: 
natural strength and perfection ; but how 
often do they perish in a moment, and the 





work of 20, 30, 40 years, decay in as many 
hours ! 





SONNET. 

1 dreamed—I saw a little rosy child, 
With flaxen ringlets in a garden playing. 
Now stopping here, and then a far of 

straying, 

As flowers or butterfly his feet beguil’d. 


"Twas chang’d: one summer’s day | 
siepp’d aside, 
To let him pass; his face had manhood’s 
seeming, 
And that full eye of blue was fondly beam- 
ing 
On a fair maiden whom he call’d ‘his 
bride !’ 


Once more: “twas evening, and_ the 
cheerful fire 
Isawa group of youthful forms surrounding 3 
And inthe midst f iaaik’d the smiling 
Sire 
ore. 


The heavens were clouded !—and I heard 
the tone 

Ofa slow moving be!!—the white-hair’d 
man was gone. 
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*UBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO 0 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE iti! EF AKLY 
IN ADVANCE.——H. A. SALISLURY, 


PRINTER. 








